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. 3rd Sist. I told him it was natural for people to make sudden transitions from other people's case to their own, and that indeed that was the occasion that made me so uneasy: I knew my aunt was a lady of great piety and virtue, that every one knew to be exceeding religious and serious: that on the other hand, sir James was a mad, frolicsome, merry fellow, that neither understood any religion, or troubled himself about it, but would play a thousand mad tricks with her, because of her strict observation of religious things; and that this gave her a constant uneasiness. He smiled, and said he hoped I was not afraid of him on that score; For, madam, says he, though I pretend to no religion myself, I cannot but respect them that do. This was the first, and I think a considerable confirmation of what we had said before ; was it not, sister ?
1st Sist I am sorry to hear it; but I'll tell you, however, there was one thing that I observe to be a good foundation for religion, viz., that he respected them that were religious.
3rd Sist. Ay, sister; but we did not end here : I told him I was very sorry to hear him say he had no religion himself; because, as perhaps I had not a great deal, to marry a man that had none would endanger my losing what I had; and I should rather have a husband to help me on towards heaven, than pull me back.
1st Sist. What could he say to that ?
3rd Sist. He told me he did not doubt but I would go to heaven without his help; he said jestingly, it was a road he had never travelled ; but I might be assured he would not willingly pull me back, if he did not help me on.
1st Sist. Well, there was something very honest in that too.